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Candidates for student body president

Student’s
love
for JMU
lives on

Singer, song-writer and
spoken word
artist performs at
Memorial
By LAUREN HUNT
The Breeze

With intricate piano riffs and lyrics
that speak to the soul, Mary Lambert
has a knack for bringing big issues to
the table through song and poetry.
The “She Keeps Me Warm” singer
rose to sudden popularity when she
was featured in Macklemore’s “Same
Love.” The Saturday event was hosted
by Madison Equality.
Lambert’s intensely personal lyrics
reflect her past traumas, such as struggling with her sexuality while being
raised in a strict Christian household
and dealing with rape as a teenager.
She doesn’t hide behind euphemisms,
but instead relies on the shock value
from her blunt lyrics to evoke emotion in her audience and sometimes
even from herself. A few times during
the show she took a moment to compose herself, which made the emotion
packed into her lyrics sound all the
more sincere.
“I like to talk about things that are
severely uncomfortable,” Lambert
said.
Her honesty and openness about
typically unspoken issues was the reason Madison Equality wanted to bring
her to JMU.

“She has such an
authentic story, she’s
so relatable in so many
different ways. It’s really
powerful for people
of all communities to
come and see that.”
Harrison Jones
event coordinator for
Madison Equality

“There are so many things that she
talks about,” Harrison Jones, a senior
interdisciplinary liberal studies major
and the event coordinator for Madison
Equality, said. “We want to show that
it’s not just about one identity. It’s not
just about the queer agenda. There’s
so many different things tying into
that. She has such an authentic story,
she’s so relatable in so many different
ways. It’s really powerful for people of
all communities to come and see that.”
Lambert is aware of how heavy the
content of her art is and tries to balance songs and poetry about body
image and breakups, such as “Forget
Me” and “I Know Girls (Body Love),”
with songs about love, like “Same
Love.” The back and forth gave the
audience time to soak in her heavier
messages and left them thinking about
the messages she had presented.
“I actually thought it was really good
and quite emotional,” Jake Janesch, a
sophomore communication studies
major, said. “It was more powerful
than I thought it would be.”
Evoking emotion in the audience is
an important part of her performance
process.
“I never know if people coming
know how sad I am,” Lambert said.
see LAMBERT, page B2
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Greg Bahou

Taylor Vollman

“I want to empower [JMU] members
… they can be leaders and really
make a difference here at JMU.”

“JMU is a great university … All the
students here know it ... I want to
make it better.”

“Everyone is not represented … We
need to grow our organization and
how we have an impact on campus.”

Cast your ballot

The candidates are out of the
gate and off to the races for what
are sure to be competitive and
enthusiastic Student Government
Association elections this year.
Three contenders are running for the position of student
body president. The candidates
are bringing forth their previous
experiences and specialties to be
the best voice and representation
for the student body.
The position of student body

Junior forward Toia Giggetts and sophomore
guard Precious Hall had 11 points apiece. It was
the 18th straight double-digit scoring performance for Giggetts, which is now the ninth-longest
in JMU history.
JMU clinched the top seed in next month’s CAA
Championship tournament this last Thursday with
its win at Delaware. The players didn’t know that they
had the regular season title locked up prior to tipoff Sunday, but it wouldn’t have mattered anyways.
see BASKETBALL, page B5

see GRAY, page A5

president bears the responsibilities of submitting reports to the
Board of Visitors, creating ad hoc
committees, appointing committee chairs and members, relaying
student concerns to JMU administration and overseeing all SGA
activities.
Taylor Vollman, a junior
media arts and design major, is
running on a platform of several
topics including attention to firstyear sutdents, transparency and
academic rigor.
Vollman wants to focus attention on freshmen and transfer

students as a method of better
integrating students into the JMU
community and to let incoming
students know their voice is being
represented.
“Hopefully if this becomes a
continuous cycle, a few years from
now, all of our students will be
well acquainted,” Vollman said.
“If you get them when they’re
coming in, and they’re excited
about JMU, and they’re excited
to learn what’s going on, then by
the time that they leave, hopefully
see SGA, page A4

Video of the major SGA candidates discussing their platforms at breezejmu.org.

All wrapped up
Dukes clench No. 1 seed in conference tournament
and regular season title before Sundays win

HOLLY WARFIELD / THE BREEZE

JMU women’s basketball point guard Angela Mickens (32) leads JMU during Sunday night’s basketball game.
By WAYNE EPPS JR.
The Breeze

Call it lucky, but before JMU tipped off for its 13th
conference victory in a row, the College of William
& Mary upset second-place University of Delaware to make the Dukes the outright regular season
champions.
The Dukes then went on to beat Hofstra University
78-47 at the Convocation Center Sunday afternoon
to improve to a perfect 13-0 in the Colonial Athletic
Association and 23-4 overall.
Senior guard Kirby Burkholder led the way with
28 points and 11 rebounds, her ninth double-double
of the season.

By CHRIS KENT
The Breeze

Samantha Gray passed away in
2013 but her energy and spirit was felt
at the second annual Head 2 Heart
concert.The Head 2 Heart brain cancer
benefit concert was created to honor
Samantha, a JMU student who died
from brain cancer.
Filled with camaraderie, song and
giving, the event celebrated the life
and legacy that Gray left behind. She
was heralded for her commitment to
helping others, and that’s exactly what
Head 2 Heart wants to provide — aid to
others with a positive message. Many
JMU a capella groups participated in
the Head 2 Heart benefit concert held
in Taylor Down Under, including Exit
245, Bluestones, The Overtones and
many others.
Samantha came to JMU as a freshman in 2010. She was diagnosed with
an anaplastic astrocytoma, or a Grade
3 tumor, that same year. Her friends
described her attitude as bubbly,
excited and vigorous. Renna Wirchin,
a senior social work major, remembers Samantha as someone filled with
energy and joy.
“When I first met her I was really inspired by her positive energy,”
Wirchin said. “She had this enthusiasm, this zest for life, that I had never
seen anywhere else. Even through all
her hardships and fighting cancer, she
had this positive energy.”
Through all the trials and tribulations she went through in her
life, Samantha stayed positive. She
worked hard in her classes, and was
an honor student at JMU. Samantha
was enthralled with the idea of going
here since she was young. She would
cheer for JMU and often raved about
her future as a Duke to her family and
anyone who would listen. Her mother,
Kathleen Gray, had great stories to tell
of Samantha’s yearning for JMU. “‘I am
going to be at JMU,’ Samantha said in
6th grade. It was the only school she
wanted to go to,” Kathleen said. “Seven
years later she got the acceptance letter. She wore the purple and gold with
pride and honor.”
Sadly, she left us this past year as
her cancer became terminal and took
its final toll. She died on July 26, surrounded by family and friends. Before
she passed, Samantha came up with
the idea of having a benefit concert for
those afflicted with the same disease
she had.
Samantha and the Friends of Rachel
club collectively planned and put on
the first Head 2 Heart benefit concert
last year. The message of Friends of
Rachel is that one act of kindness can
change the world, and was also set up
to honor the memory of Rachel Scott,
a Columbine victim. Samantha wanted Head 2 Heart to represent the same
spirit and faith she had found in her
life. She wanted others to know that
life is always worth fighting for. The
show was all about positive energy
and having an optimistic life outlook.
At the event, songs sung by the
a cappella groups were all directed
toward optimism, happy lifestyles
and no worries. A cappella group Exit
245, sang “Hakuna Matata” and other
Disney songs to symbolize the way

Meet the candidates vying for your vote in the SGA major elections
By PATRICK MORTIERE
The Breeze
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Animals in zoos and
parks are suffering for
our entertainment.

‘All Shook Up’ brings a
retro vibe to Forbes Center
for the Performing Arts.
SPORTS
The next big step

Four former football
players prepare for the
upcoming NFL draft.

W. Grace Street re-opens
After three months of sewer upgrades, housing
project remains on schedule
West Grace Street will re-open
to traffic today, according to
Bill Wyatt, associate director of
communications.
The street was closed to all
through motor traffic since last
November due to construction
for JMU’s West Grace Street housing project.
The sewer line, which runs
from the railroad crossing on
West Grace Street to Walnut Lane,

needed to be upgraded. Wyatt said
all other construction for the housing project is running on schedule,
and is set to be open in fall 2015.
The housing construction project will be the university’s only
on-campus style apartments in the
2015-16 academic year. The apartments will house sophomores and
juniors.
-staff report

JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

West Grace Street has been closed since November to prepare for new student
housing construction which will open in the fall of 2015.
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KIEV — After a violent week that
turned parts of his capital into a war
zone, Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovich agreed Friday to a new election
and a coalition government in a deal
that appeared likely to seal his political fate and bring his imprisoned rival
back onto the stage.
It was far from clear, however, that
Ukraine could avoid more of the bloodshed that has killed at least 100 people
in the country, the worst violence in its
post-Soviet history. Crowds enraged
by the deaths of protesters in volleys
of sniper fire the previous day greeted opposition leaders who signed
the agreement with the president
with angry shouts and whistles. They
demanded the immediate resignation
of Yanukovich.
“Yanukovich’s word is worth nothing to us,” said Alexander Chekmaz, a
38-year-old lawyer dressed in camouflage and a military helmet. “We will

only believe him when he steps down.”
The president’s position deteriorated
rapidly during the day. He agreed that a
presidential election originally scheduled for March 2015 should be held
no later than December. Parliament
restored elements of a 2004 constitution that limits presidential power. It
fired hard-line Interior Minister Vitaliy Zakharchenko, and 17 lawmakers
defected from the ruling party.
Late in the day, it also amended
legislation making it likely that the
president’s longtime political rival,
Yulia Tymoshenko, will be freed from
prison, where she is serving a sevenyear term for abuse of power, a charge
regarded by many Western governments as political retribution.
If freed, the charismatic former
prime minister with the trademark
blond braid would almost certainly
emerge as the leading figure among
opposition politicians, who have
proved unable to control the crowds of
their supporters.
Addressing thousands of protesters
late Friday, one of those opposition
leaders, former heavyweight boxing
champion Vitali Klitschko, apologized
for shaking Yanukovich’s hand after
signing the peace deal.
“I am doing my best to prevent
bloodshed,” he told the crowd. “I am
doing my best to make this gang go.”

Mexico’s most
wanted drug lord
captured

Escaped inmates
still loose after
Yemen prison break

Los Angeles Times

Los Angeles Times

MEXICO CITY — Joaquin Guzman,
“El Chapo,” the most wanted drug lord in
Mexico and a multibillionaire fugitive, has
been captured, a senior U.S. official said
Saturday.
Few details were available. But Guzman
has long been considered the top prize and
most elusive figure in an extensive, ongoing drug war that has left tens of thousands
of Mexicans dead.
Guzman led the Sinaloa cartel, the most
powerful, richest and oldest of the drugtrafficking networks in Mexico. The group
is responsible for the shipment of tons of
cocaine and marijuana to the U.S.
The senior official said Guzman was
captured early Saturday in the Sinaloa city
of Mazatlan and was being transported to
Mexico City. No shots were fired in the
capture, the source said, which was based
on information from an informant.
Guzman was arrested in Guatemala in
1993 but escaped from prison in 2001 and
has been on the lam ever since.
Reports are saying that the operation
was the result of a joint U.S.-Mexican effort.

SANAA, Yemen — When a Yemeni judge
sentenced him to death on Oct. 18, 2010,
Saleh al-Shawish showed little sign of
defeat. He openly admitted his affiliation
with Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula,
the Yemen-based al-Qaida franchise, and
his participation in seven of the group’s
operations.
“God willing, your demise is in our
hands,” he said to those assembled in the
court as he was led off to jail.
At the time, it was easy to dismiss alShawish’s remarks as empty threats from
a man destined to die in prison. Today,
however, his words take on a decidedly
different tinge.
A week after suspected al-Qaida militants blew a hole in the wall of Sanaa’s
central prison, al-Shawish remains at large,
one of 19 al-Qaida suspects among the 29
prisoners who managed to escape during
the mayhem. Only one has been recaptured, and none of the al-Qaida members.
Compiled from McClatchy-Tribune
wire services

NATIONAL NEWS
Gov. Christie keeping
low profile at
govenors meeting
Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie, his star power dimmed in the wake
of the George Washington Bridge scandal,
is shirking the spotlight at a meeting of the
National Governors Association in Washington this weekend, but his support among
fellow Republicans appeared secure.
The Republican dodged questions from
reporters Saturday about the state Legislature’s
investigation of whether his administration
was behind a traffic tie-up at the key Hudson
River crossing. Critics say the traffic snarl was
an act of political retribution against a local
mayor who had not endorsed Christie.
Christie also will skip a dinner at the White
House on Sunday hosted by President Barack
Obama to honor the nation’s governors and
a business meeting with key administration officials the following day. And though

Christie serves as chairman of the Republican Governors Association, he won’t attend
the group’s sole public news conference Monday afternoon.
An aide to the governor said that Christie
would leave Washington on Sunday morning so he could return home to celebrate
his daughter’s birthday and prepare for an
address to the Legislature scheduled for Tuesday on the budget.

Planned FDA food
safety rules rile
organic farmers
Tribune Washington Bureau

HUSTONTOWN, Pa. — Jim Crawford was
rushing to load crates of freshly picked organic
tomatoes onto trucks heading for an urban farmers market when he noticed the federal agent.
“This is my badge. These are the fines. This
is what is hanging over your head, and we want
you to know that,” Crawford says the official
told him.
Crawford’s popular farm may seem a curious

place for the FDA to move ahead with a longplanned federal assault on deadly food poisoning.
To Crawford’s knowledge, none of the kohlrabi,
fennel, sugar snap peas or other crops from his
New Morning Farm has ever sickened anyone. But
he is not the only organic grower to suddenly discover federal inspectors on his land.
In 2010, after a years-long campaign, food-safety activists persuaded Congress to give the FDA
authority to regulate farm practices. The next year,
an outbreak of food poisoning that killed 33 people
who ate tainted cantaloupes put pressure on the
FDA to be aggressive.
Now, farmers are discovering that the FDA’s
proposed rules would curtail many techniques
that are common among organic growers,
including spreading house-made fertilizers, tilling cropland with grazing animals and irrigating
from open creeks.
Suddenly, from small family operations in the
foothills of Appalachia to the sophisticated organic-grower networks that serve Los Angeles and San
Francisco, the farms that celebrity chefs and foodconscious consumers jostle to buy from are facing
an unexpected adversary.
Even though full enforcement of the rules is still
years away, they are warning customers that some
farms would have to close.

Exercise data reveals
a couch potato nation
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Americans are stuck in chairs
and on the couch, spending eight hours a day with
their metabolic engines barely idling, according to
data from sensors that scientists put on nearly 2,600
people to see what they actually did all day.
The results were not encouraging: Obese women
averaged about 11 seconds a day at vigorous exercise,
while men and women of normal weight exercised
vigorously (on the level of a jog or brisk uphill hike) for
less than two minutes a day, according to the study
published in Mayo Clinic Proceedings.
If you included moderate exercise, such as yoga
or golf, folks of normal weight logged about 2.5 to 4
hours weekly, according to the data. In part, that’s
good news: federal recommendations for adults
include 2.5 hours of moderate-intensity aerobic activity coupled with muscle-strengthening exercise. The
obese are trapped in a cycle of inactivity and obesity.
Compiled from McClatchy-Tribune wire
services
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Dual
Activism

Gaye Adegbalola shares her story of being a black
member of the LGBT community

holly warfield / the breeze

Gaye Adegbalola spoke to an audience that packed the Festival Ballroom on Thursday night. Adegbalola discussed the similarities and differences of being LGBT and African-American.

By Megan DiMaiolo
The Breeze

Gaye Adegbalola refuses to let negative gender and racial stereotypes define
her.
Adegbalola, a former Black Panther, member of the LGBT community, blues
singer and guitarist, spoke Thursday night about intersectionality — the intersection of different minority groups. Being a queer black woman, Adegbalola
has been an activist for both the civil rights and gay rights movements.
“Through the Eyes of an Activist: Gay Rights vs. Civil Rights,” sponsored by
the LGBT & Ally Education Program and Center for Multicultural Services was
received by a full house Thursday, with the Festival Ballroom at full capacity.
The audience of different races, sexualities and experiences listened and
reflected as Adegbalola explained the similarities and differences of the two
movements.
She said both groups face oppression thorough discriminatory laws. She
explained the 1960s Loving v. Virginia case. The Lovings, an interracial couple,
had been denied marriage because the man was white and the woman was
black.
“So now-a-days when we see a black person with a white person being married we don’t blink an eye. It just should be, because the identifying thing for
marriage is love.”
Today in Virginia, gay couples face their own battles for marriage equality.
Adegbalola explained that gay couples do not have the automatic rights to
visit their partner in the hospital, make medical decisions, receive Social Security when their partner dies or take advantage of the Family and Medical Leave
Act because they can’t get married.
“There are 1,100 rights that you get due to marriage,” Adegbalola said. “If you
cannot marry, you don’t have these rights in Virginia. Loving couples, gay and
lesbian couples, do not have the same rights as married people.”

Adegbalola also stressed the difference between faith and rights. She said she
respects the differences in opinion.
“I’m not asking you to change your faith,” Adegbalola said. “I’m just asking
for the same rights that the government grants. If I pay the same taxes, I want
the same rights.”
Adegbalola also brought attention to the martyrs of the two movements. She
mentioned Emmett Till, who was murdered when he was 14 years old after flirting
with a white woman in 1955; Medgar Evers, who worked to overturn segregation
and Malcolm X, an African-American Muslim minister and activist.
She even added modern-day martyrs Trayvon Martin and Jordan Davis to the
list.
“Two white men shot two black teens. They were not charged with murder
because there was a stand your ground law,” Adegbalola said. “Let’s turn that
around. Let’s say that two black men had shot two white teenagers. Do you really
think they would be let go? Do you still think that law would be in existence?”
For the gay movement, Adegbalola recognized Matthew Shepard, who was
murdered when he was 22, near Laramie, Wyo., for being gay; and Harvey Milk,
who was an activist for gay rights and was the first openly gay person elected to
public office in San Francisco, as martyrs.
Adegbalola said she’s more oppressed as a black woman than as a lesbian. She
said even though there are similarities, the black and gay movements are different.
“The discrimination has been more covert. It’s obvious. Black folks were ripped
from their families, our language was stolen, our culture was stolen, we were in
slavery, we were abused, our education had me singing ‘Carry me back to old
Virginny.’”
The second biggest different she said, is that you don’t need to tell your mother
that you are black. She said the fear of family rejection and misunderstanding
keeps gay
see activist, page A5

‘Nothing gets cured in the dark’
Speak Out event brings eating disorder issue to light by encouraging students to speak up and share their experiences
By William Mason
The Breeze

Last Wednesday night members of the TriSigma sorority hosted an event in Memorial Hall
in honor of Eating Disorders Awareness Month.
The event, called Speak Out, included guest
speakers Ron George and Kathleen MacDonald, but allowed anyone who wished to speak
anonymously about their experiences with eating disorders or body image issues to do so. By
the end of the night there wasn’t a dry eye in
the crowd.
Speak Out is in its fifth year. However, the
predecessor events of Speak Out can be traced
back to almost 14 years ago, after the death of
Leslie George — the last person to die of an eating disorder at JMU.
Leslie died in September of 2000 and her devastated parents decided that they wanted to do
something to try and make it so that no other set
of parents would have to experience such grief.
“After Leslie’s death Sally and I made a pretty good-sized donation to the school to make
sure this would never happen again,”said her
father, Ron.
In November, two months after her death,
Ron received a call from JMU asking if he would
be interested in speaking about Leslie’s death
in honor of Eating Disorders Awareness Month.
Ron’s speech proved effective, as he was invited back again the next year, and the next. His
speech was so popular that he began speaking
to schools other than JMU — to over 60 colleges
up and down the East Coast. According to Ron,
his speech affected countless numbers of college students, but perhaps his single greatest
impact was from the advice he gave to another

trixie haddon / the breeze

Kathleen MacDonald, an eating disorder survivor, speaks at the annual Speak Out event in Memorial Hall last
Wednesday night. Audience members were also encouraged to share their own experiences at the event.

speaker.
Kathleen MacDonald, from the For Recovery
& Elimination of Eating Disorders Foundation,
who spoke at the event, had struggled with an
eating disorder for almost 18 years, and had
recently started to speak about her eating disorder experience when she found an organization
called the Eating Disorder Coalition.
“I had given up that I would ever get help with
my eating disorder … I gave one more online

search looking for a treatment center which
would offer a treatment scholarship, when I
found them,” MacDonald said.
According to MacDonald, the EDC emailed
her two months later asking her to come speak
for them on Capitol Hill about why people with
eating disorders needed insurance coverage,
something MacDonald had been seeking for
years; however, by the time she was set to speak,
her health had deteriorated severely as a result

of her eating disorder.
“When I went to Capitol Hill to speak, they
told me I was too sick to speak and they wanted
someone who looked better,” MacDonald said.
“I decided to go ahead and give my speech, and
I was planning on giving the speech and then I
was going to commit suicide.”
However, MacDonald received what she calls
a divine intervention after her speech. Ron, who
was in the audience, came up to her and said
she needed help.
“In that moment of meeting Mr. and Mrs.
George, I walked out thinking I am going to try
and recover and if I die trying at least I can say
I tried,” MacDonald said.
Over the next two years MacDonald used
a combination of mental drive, her dog and
support from the Georges to fully recover from
eating disorder.
“Every time I thought about skipping a meal
I thought of the Georges and I just didn’t want
to let them down,” MacDonald said. “Another
motivation was my dog, and I was just sick and
tired of being sick and tired.”
The change in her life was so major that
MacDonald joined Ron for the fourth year of
his eating disorder awareness speech at JMU.
And then a few years later MacDonald herself
became the main speaker at the event.
According to Ron, each year more and
more people attend the JMU eating disorders
Awareness Month that was originally held by
UREC, but as it expanded the university suggested that he get a sponsor for the event so
the subject could get more attention. TriSigma, the sorority Leslie was a member
see speak out, page A5
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sga | Voting for major elections will take place on Wednesday and Thursday
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they are very well aware of what you can do for
them, and they can come to you as a resource.”
Greg Bahou, a junior public policy and
administration major, is considering ways in
which campus congestion could be reduced.
“I want to bring either a fourth ICS bus, or if
there are scheduling conflicts, I want to resolve
that,” Bahou said.
Bahou also wants to create a closer bond
between SGA and the student body, and mentioned efforts to promote communication
across all aspects of the organization.
“I want to work with SGA and bring up a presentation … to think of ways to fix the problems
and make sure there’s a very clear communication between SGA, student body and the Board
of Visitors,” Bahou said.
McKenzie Quinn, a junior biology major, is
the third candidate running for president, and
looks to be a representative voice for the student
body as well as an aid to other members within
the organization.
“I really want to empower our members to
bring out the leader within them, with me being
a support or crutch they could lean on,” Quinn
said. “I really see myself as the champion of the
student voice, trying to represent them as best
as I can and reaching out to other organizations
and seeing what their thoughts on certain topics are.”
Quinn shares the slogan “Quinn and Corena Can” with student body vice presidential
candidate and running mate, Kathy Corena,
a sophomore public policy and administration
major.
“We serve as the primary voice to students for
the administration, so I want to make sure that
we’re a visible and active resource to students,”

Corena said. “I also hope to improve on any traditions that we already have, such as Purple Out
and Madison Fest.”
The vice president appoints and oversees student members to all university commissions
and committee meetings, relays student concerns to the JMU administration and appoints
a representative to serve as a liaison between
the SGA and Faculty Senate.
Corena’s goals, if elected, are to hold more
town hall meetings as a method of gauging
student opinion, and making sure that the organization is efficiently reaching the student body
and making itself more transparent.
“I want to help connect the students to their
administration, and to do that I think we need
to reach out more to the student body to receive
their opinion and to inform them on the various issues that we are aware of,” Corena said.
Running against Corena is Kaitlin Thomas,
the current SGA director of membership development and a junior hospitality management
major.
Thomas seeks to promote transparency for
the student body by working closely alongside
the communication director — a newly created position within the organization that will be
filled by the executive board after the elections.
“I really want to be accountable for the other
members and for them to hold me accountable,
and also to just be transparent in the organization … which would be a lot of helping the
communication director with their job.” Thomas
said.
Thomas’s slogan, “Inspire,” comes from the
understanding that “all good ideas come from
true inspiration.”
“I’m a selfless servant; I love helping other
people,” Thomas said. “So a lot of what I want
to do is let student’s voices be heard and engage

the community in different events and activities
that would be put on.”
This year’s challenge for the single seat of student representative to the Board of Visitors is
an unusually competitive race that, in previous
years, has been uncontested.
The responsibilities and duties of the SRBOV
include attending quarterly BOV meetings,
serving as a representative voice of the student
body and acting as a liaison between the BOV,
the student body and SGA.
David Scala, an SGA senator and junior political science major, is running for SRBOV and
want to be an even-handed channel through
which students can vocalize their concerns to
faculty and the BOV.
“I would go there without an agenda,” Scala
said. “I would go there just to inform, just to be
able to voice the students opinion for the board
in a way that’s unbiased and in a way that’s allencompassing to the student body, not just
parts of it.”
Nico Climaco, a junior political science
major, wants to provide students with a better
vision and understanding of the BOV and their
meetings.
“I would see my position more so as a medium to the Board of Visitors — where I’m not just
speaking at meetings, representing their interests, but I’m really talking with students about
the issues that are important to them, serving
the student body and empowering their own
voices about what’s important to them — less
of what’s important to me,” Climaco said.
Josh Humphries, an SGA senator and sophomore political science major, wants to assure
the student body that he’s not only representing
the students during board meetings, but also
the faculty as well.
“I want to make sure I’m holistically

representing the interests of the entire faculty,
and the whole interest of the student body —
the whole university — because that’s what we
are,” Humphries said. “We’re a community.”
Aaron Brown, a junior public policy and
administration major, is running unopposed for
executive treasurer — a position that’s responsible for drafting the SGA’s proposed annual
budget for the presentation to the Executive
Council and the Student Senate.
The candidates will be participating in
debates tonight and tomorrow from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. in Festival’s Lower Drum.
The debate commences with opening statements from each candidate, followed by a
selection of hand-picked questions from the
moderators.
Students will also have the opportunity to ask
candidates their own questions near the end of
the debate.
SGA elections have seen a decline in voter
turnout in recent years, with only about 1,300
votes cast last year, and nearly 2,000 the year
before that.
According to SGA Election Commissioner
Meredith Parker, a sophomore interdisciplinary
liberal studies major, the organization is using
iPads in an effort to curb declining voter turnout
by encouraging students to create accounts on
the Be Involved website.
“We wanted to use this because a lot of people are turned away from voting because they
don’t have an account,” Parker said.
The polls open on Wednesday at 7 a.m.
and don’t close until Thursday night at 7
p.m. Results from the elections are expected to be announced late Thursday night.
Contact Patrick Mortiere at
mortiepm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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gray | Event supports the Children’s National Medical Center
from front

fun-loving Samantha lived her life. The Overtones and others sang modern
pop songs, everything from Imagine Dragons to Lady Gaga, to keep up the
energy in the audience. Spectators cheered the whole time, both for the a cappella music and for seeing Samantha’s message spread around to those who
attended the benefit concert.
The entire benefit show brought in around $400 of donations for the Children’s
National Medical Center. Students were able to write cards of encouragement
to the children in the hospital, telling them to stay positive and continue to
fight. Cards, toys and board games collected by Friends of Rachel were sent
to the medical center to help the children suffering from cancer feel better by
relieving their boredom.
The crowd was big for a TDU event; the stage area was brimming with people as they enjoyed the positive vibes filling the room. A raffle was also held to
help those in need. James Orrigo, a musician and friend of Samantha, wrote
a song for her entitled “Cavalry.” The song is about fighting hard and knowing
that help is always there.
Orrigo, a JMU 2013 alumnus, hopes the song’s message is heard by those
fighting similar battles to Samantha’s.
Through all the hardships in life, Samantha was eternally focused on
the positive, and didn’t step down from the fight she was in. Samantha’s friends and family said she was always upbeat and gave off an aura
of energy that uplifted everyone around her. Her physical presence may
be gone, but her spirit lives in those she loved and continues to grow
every time someone chooses a positive rather than a negative attitude.
courtesy of renna wirchin

On July 26, Samantha Gray, a JMU student, passed away after battling brain cancer.

activist | ‘So many gays and
lesbians have to live dishonestly.’
from page A3

people in the closet.
“But it’s dark in the closet,”
Adegbalola said.
She continued to explain
that black people do not have
to live the biggest lie — pretending you’re something that
you’re not.
“So many gays and lesbians
have to live dishonestly,” Adegbalola said. “In the gay struggle,
people think you can change.
They even have programs you
can go away to a retreat, a summer camp. We don’t do that
with black people.”
She concluded her speech
with her song, “I Love Being
Queer” to a standing ovation.
Angelica Owens, a junior
political science and sociology
double major, said there were
moments during the program
when she felt out of place, but
she felt more comfortable as it
continued.
“There were some things she
spoke about that I would have
never thought about,”Owens
said. “How you’re born black
and you’re born being gay and
you don’t have to hide being
black but people try hide being
gay; it’s so simple to think about

but it never came to my head
before.”
Jasmin Ullah, a senior graphic design major, was excited to
see someone come to campus
to speak about intersectionality. She said Adegbalola was an
inspiration for surviving segregation and being open about
her sexuality.
“It has been really nice to
see this campus finally talking
about intersectional issues,”
Ullah said. “It’s always great to
talk about race, to talk about
sexuality, to talk about gender,
but to talk about the intersection of those is where it is really
interesting.”
Harrison Jones, the events
coordinator of Madison Equality and a senior interdisciplinary
liberal studies major, said Madison Equality and the LGBT Ally
& Education program wanted to spread more awareness
about the queer and civil rights
movements.
“She never used her words to
make one group or one community feel bad,but she used them
as a way to empower everyone
to look at where we’ve been and
how we can use that to move to
the future,” Jones said. “She’s
very future-oriented.”

While many in the audience
may not have been familiar
with intersectionality and the
issues Adegbalola discussed,
Jones hoped audience members learned something.
“My hope is that they took
away that gays are still real people, that black people are still
real people, that our identities
don’t define us,” Jones said. “It’s
the character that is in us and
the way we perceive ourselves
as humans.”
Lanita Weisenberger, assistant director for multicultural
programs at JMU, helped coordinate the program to create
avenues for students to learn
about diversity and culture.
“It is my hope that participants walked away from the
event feeling empowered to
celebrate themselves and
others as well as better educated on the issues and trends
impacting the world,” Weisenberger said. “It was wonderful
to see so many diverse individuals in the audience coming
together to learn and celebrate
themselves and one another.”
Contact Megan
DiMaiolo at dimaiomr@
dukes.jmu.edu.

speak out | JMU offers help to
those struggling with eating disorders
from page A3

of, stepped up.
“For so many young ladies to get up and speak
about eating disorders in front of people is huge,”
Ron said. “It brings the problem to light — nothing gets cured in the dark.”
His wife Sally George is also proud of the
event, she just wishes the program could have
started 14 years earlier, when, according to the
Georges, JMU threatened to kick students out
if they could not come to terms with their disorders, something they believe forced their
daughter to hide her condition.
“Now they work with you in a very compassionate way,” Sally said. “ I truly believe if they
had Speak Out [14] years ago our daughter would
still be alive.”
The strength of the event has not been limited
to just Tri-Sigma members and their experienced
speakers, but also faculty members too. Veronica
Jones, a health educator and sponsor of Reality
Educators Advertising Campus Health, has been
proud of the way the event has bought eating

disorders to the JMU community’s attention.
“People may not suffer from just one, usually
a combination, and each person’s experience
is unique, there are very few cut and dry cases,”
Jones said.
According to Jones, no matter what factors
have led to a person’s eating disorder, there are
some important steps everyone should take to
beat the disease.
“The first step is to be honest with oneself
and admit that you have a problem,” Jones said.
“Then one needs to surround themselves with
the right kind of people whether it’s friends or
family, you just need people who are going to
help you with your recovery journey.”
If anyone is looking for resources to combat their eating disorder they can contact and
the University Health Center and its groups
HOPE and REACH at 540-568-6178. They can
also schedule an appointment and contact the
counselors at Varner House at 540-568-6552.
Contact William Mason at
breezenews@gmail.com.

Contact Chris Kent at kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Ravi Bhatnagar | contributing columnist

Zoos are mistreating animals
Captivity exploits innocent creatures for the sake of entertainment
At this point you’ve undoubtedly heard of the
documentary “Blackfish.” This movie initially flew under
the radar, but after airing on CNN and made available
to stream on Netflix, it has experienced an explosion in
popularity. The film crew follows a SeaWorld whale named
Tilikum, the performing animal that became infamous for
killing multiple trainers.
The documentary asserts that these killings were a
result of psychological damage brought about by chronic
mistreatment in SeaWorld. The list of mistreatments
is extensive: withholding food, solitary confinement
in cramped tanks and pitting the other whales against
Tilikum, just to name a few. This whale’s behavior is
characterized as a product of nurture as opposed to nature.
Eric Walters, one of Tilikum’s previous trainers, perfectly
illustrated this point, “Tilikum was the one we trusted. We
never were concerned about Tilikum.”
After the tragedies associated with Tilikum, many
people asked, “What can we do to make this park safer?”
After I watched “Blackfish” I asked myself, “Do we even
need these kinds of places in the first place?”
Zoos, aquariums and places like SeaWorld are mostly
for our entertainment at the price of a living creature’s
freedom. After watching “Blackfish” and visiting the Central
Park Zoo, I started to think more about this issue.
Let me give you a quick rundown of why this issue is
important. The entire idea of a zoo in New York seems
oxymoronic. Space is the most valuable commodity in
the Big Apple, and for whatever reason (perhaps money)
someone decided to plop down a zoo in the middle of
this cramped metropolis. What struck me the most was
the snow leopard exhibit. I could see the entire enclosure
without turning my head.
The zoo’s website even states, “[Snow leopards’] home
ranges, which can span up to 50 square miles …” Seeing

this majestic animal trapped on a miniscule plot of land
was bad enough. Arguably even worse was seeing a
woman climb the barrier and make cat noises at a sleeping
leopard.
The point I am trying to make with this anecdote is
that SeaWorld should not be the only organization we
scrutinize after watching “Blackfish.” Just because there has
not been a documentary made about zoos or other places
that use animals for cheap entertainment does not mean
that these places operate with higher morals. As a society
we need to reconsider how we treat animals on a broader
scale.
This brings me back to “Blackfish” and my biggest
point. I will begin with this frustratingly shortsighted and
close-minded quote by Mark Simmons, a former SeaWorld
trainer, “I can’t imagine a society, with the value we put
on marine mammals, where those parks [SeaWorld] don’t
exist.”
If we truly value marine life and other animals would we
really capture them, make them do “cute tricks” and coerce
them with half-frozen fish? The existence of SeaWorld
has nothing to do with the true inherent values of marine
mammals, and has everything to do with their monetary
value.
We need to be able to differentiate between pure
entertainment and learning. If you want to learn about
marine mammals or any other type of animal, read a
book or watch “Planet Earth.” Truly valuing animals does
not entail taking that animal and making it our own. It is
completely possible to value a living creature and at the
same time respect its freedom.
Ravi Bhatnagar is a junior computer information
systems major. Contact Ravi at bhatnark@dukes.jmu.
edu.

A “you-only-made-mestronger” dart to cancer and
chemotherapy.
From a three-year survivor who
will be proudly representing JMU at
the Boston Marathon in April.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

A “you’ve-got-to-be-kiddingme” dart to Parking Services for
making us pay a ridiculous amount
for parking passes and then not
having any spots for University
Recreation employees during
basketball games.
From a frustrated driver trying to
get to work without having to walk
two miles.
A “thanks-for-smiling” pat
to Alicia after I randomly bought
your lunch at the Spring Career &
Internship Fair. It made me smile
in return.
From a friendly JMU alum.
A “you’re-a-real-hero” pat to
the generous JMU alumnus with
the Marines who bought a few
starving and jobless students lunch
after the Spring Career & Internship
Fair out of his own pocket.
From a reluctant senior who is
glad to see that JMU kindness stays
with you, even after graduation.

A “then-why-are-we-stillusing-it” dart to the Coke
machines that refused to take my
pennies.
From a very humble Abraham
Lincoln who doesn’t wish to see his
face go, but knows it’s time to move
on.
A “you-go-Glen-Coco” pat to
the new Opinion editor for giving
a voice to the diversity on our
campus, highlighting interesting
opinions, a fresh layout and sassy
headlines.
From your president and biggest
fan. Four for you, Glen Coco.
A “you’re-the-reason-we-dothis” pat to all our loyal readers
who pick up The Breeze every
Monday and Thursday.
From the editor-in-chief who
appreciates having such an engaged
JMU community and always
welcomes your input.
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Policies

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

A “can’t-stop-won’t-stop” pat
to The Breeze for continuing to
be the best part of Mondays and
Thursdays.
From a loyal reader who believes
this campus needs an objective voice
and values what you all do.
A “that-was-a-quick-12hours” pat to Netflix for allowing
me to binge on “House of Cards.”
From a very politically-charged
viewer who can’t get enough of dirty
Washington politics.
A “watch-where-you’re-going”
dart to the skateboarder who
almost ran me over.
From a woman who thinks you
need to realize that you aren’t the
only person on campus.
A “what-would-I-do-withoutyou?” pat to the JMU police officer
who unlocked my office door at 7
p.m. on a Tuesday.
From a grad student whose keys,
phone, backpack and jacket would
still be there if you hadn’t shown up.
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Small enclosures inhibit zoo animals from behaving how they would naturally.

An “I’m-so-glad-someone-hasaddressed-this-issue” pat to
Joanna Morelli for her “Whose rack
is it anyway?” piece in The Breeze.
From someone who has always
found those T-shirts offensive and
demeaning.
A “lack-of-diversity-is-notsynonymous-with-racism” dart
to the people complaining about
the lack of diversity at JMU.
From a student who likes to think
he has gotten where he has by merit
and not the color of his skin.
A “Harrisonburg-is-bigenough-for-two-good-radiostations” pat to WXJM.
From a student who appreciates
the music and original programs on
both WXJM and WNRN.
A “this-guy-really-loves-andcares-about-JMU” pat to Joshua
Humphries running for student
representative for the Board of
Visitors.
From someone who loves JMU as
well and will definitely vote for him.
A “Homer-Simpson” pat to my
roomie for being my partner-incrime in D.C. this weekend.
From a woman who is glad we
developed a strategy for warding off
middle-aged men in bars.

A “thanks-for-being-awesome”
pat to Conley McMullen for
opening the door for me on
Saturday after I left my anatomy
textbook in a locked lecture room
in the Bioscience Building.
From a stressed-out junior with a
big anatomy exam coming up.
A “you-all-rock” pat to Career
and Academic Planning’s Spring
Career & Internship Fair team for
an awesome two-day fair.
From one of your colleagues who
appreciates all you do for JMU’s
students.
An “unsung-hero” pat to the IDS
team for all the extra hours worked
during late nights, early mornings
and weekends.
From a spouse/staff member who
makes sure your cape is straight
before you head out the door.
A “you’re-the-backbone-ofthis-school” pat to Student
Government Association and all
of its members and alumni for
celebrating the organization’s 99th
birthday.
From a senior fourth-year SGA
member who is thankful to be part
of such an impactful and service
oriented tradition.
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Hayley Thompson | #NoFilter

Letter to the Editor

Lean on me ... or maybe not

X-out human
trafficking

Understanding the love you need will help you get to where you want
I want to take a more
serious tone this week to
address something that’s
been on my mind lately.
A few nights ago, My
roommates and I were
talking and someone
brought up the subject of
the Five Love Languages.
It’s a concept created by
a relationship consultant
similar to the Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator or Jung personality tests. It says that we can all boil down what
we want and what we give in our relationships —
romantic or platonic — down to five categories:
words of affirmation, quality time, physical touch,
acts of service and receiving gifts.
My love languages say that I need words of affirmation and quality time from the people who are
important to me, but I tend to give back words of
affirmation and acts of service.
We started to talk about the friends I have and
how I’ve built my support system here at JMU. I have
friends from my days in University Program Board,
friends from here at The Breeze and a few from my
freshman-year dorm. The more we talked, the more
I realized that a lot of the people I call friends I keep
around me are there because they provide me with
positive reinforcement. On the flip side of that, there
are also people — mostly men — who I keep in my
life only because they say nice things to me.
Part of this comes back to how I relate to my family. The ways I want to receive love don’t match up
to my sister’s, but hers match up to how my parents
give love: gifts and acts of service. I always felt like

they had a connection that I would never be a part
of or understand. So I searched for love in the way I
wanted it and took it regardless of the baggage that
came with it.
I had my mom take the Love Languages quiz.
Much to my surprise, her primary languages for
how she likes to receive love matched up with mine.
There’s no denying I’ve treated relationships all
wrong in regards to the type of man I’m attracted
to. But honestly, it’s hard to tell yourself someone
is wrong for you when they give you exactly what
you’ve been craving. Looking past that, a majority
of my friends fell into the same category of people
who take and take but never give back, in the ways
I need it or deserve it.
The more I learn about myself and what my personality type means (I’m an ENFJ according to
Myers-Briggs), the more I realize that I have been
surrounding myself with the wrong people for a long
time. My Myers-Briggs identifies me as a “giver.” And
there are definitely people who have latched onto
that part of me and taken everything they could get
from it, providing little in return other than a few
positive words. Those “friends” need to go.
Additionally, I realized that I’ve been overlooking what the few real friends I have actually need
from me. As much as I want my friends to understand what I need, I have to work to understand what
they want, as well.
We give and receive love in different ways. Just
because my parents don’t express love in the same
way as I do, doesn’t mean they don’t love me unconditionally; I know they do. It also means that just
because someone expresses love in the form I want
it, doesn’t mean they are a good place to find the
kind of reinforcement that I want.

So what’s your love language?
Knowing this is no less important for a freshman
who has the next three-and-a-half years in the JMU
bubble ahead of them than it is for a senior about
to head off on their own. Learning your own love
language is important, and the sooner you can recognize that, the sooner you can find the people who
appreciate you in a way that makes you feel the most
loved. It’s about setting yourself up for success.
Louis Pasteur, the guy who invented pasteurization and made those curly flasks you used in high
school chemistry, once said, “Fortune favors the prepared mind.” Being at JMU and getting your degree
has already got you on the right track to prepare you
for a successful life, but a diploma doesn’t guarantee anything.
Excuse my horrible analogy here, but take a
second to think and pasteurize your life. Get rid
of the people who don’t treat you like you need to
be treated. If they play into your primary love languages and are still a good influence on your life,
that’s great. Chances are, we all have people we keep
around even though they’re bad for us. Don’t let a
small appeal to your emotions disguise what’s really
happening.
It’s a daunting task, but building a healthy support
system is the first step in being successful in both college and post-grad life. Surround yourself with the
right kind of people for what you need and what you
deserve. We all have the potential to do something
great, but we can’t do it alone.
It’s time for some spring cleaning.
Hayley Thompson is a senior media arts and
design major. Contact Hayley at thompshm@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Matt D’Angelo | contributing columnist

DNA tracking would be bittersweet
New government technologies have the potential to catch terrorists, but also infringe on privacy
According to a proposal on fbo.gov, the
federal government is currently working toward
developing technology that will one day be
able to monitor people based on their DNA.
This technology is still in the early stages of
research and will be developed by a private
company through the Air Force Research Labs
(AFRL). The goal of this technology will be to
tap into America’s Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance (ISR) database and start
the intelligence gathering process in an effort to
identify average humans based solely on their
DNA.
As further indicated by fbo.gov, the research
team will work to “identify, locate and track
humans of interest within the operational
environment.” Surely, this technology will
provide the United States government with
another weapon in the fight against terrorism.
If this technology were to be developed, it
would mark a milestone in counterterrorist
weaponry. Decade long man hunts for terrorists
like Osama Bin Laden would cease to exist
and a new era of transparency over seas would
commence. So far, the U.S. government and
the research organizations involved with the
development of this technology have indicated
that it would only be used in the interest of
national defense. As stated, this technology is
still in the very early stages of development and
there has yet to be any real discussion of how
this would be implemented to prevent domestic
terrorism as well as if it would be used in the
fight against crime. Granted, if this technology
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was developed (the AFRL fails to give an actual
date but seems to believe that this will happen
eventually), it would spark yet another debate
about Americans’ right to privacy and the
role the U.S. government wishes to play in its
citizens’ lives.

Hopefully, if this technology
is developed and
implemented, the U.S.
government will work to
draw a line in the sand in
terms of Americans’ privacy.
That is why I must remain cautiously
optimistic about the efforts to begin the
development of this new technology. It would
be truly amazing if we had the power to stop
terrorism in its tracks by having more options in
terms of recognizing and eradicating radicals.
I want to see nothing more than the safety of
this country continue to grow with each passing
year. However, in a world where technology
governs individuals thoughts and actions, where
information has more value than the dollar,
where machines are slowly infiltrating human’s
lives and influencing our society, I have to be
somewhat concerned by the ARFL’s efforts.

The development of this new technology
would be a massive step in the wrong direction
for the U.S. government. U.S. officials would
have way too much power over their citizens.
We have already experienced problems with
the National Security Administration and their
“ambitious” monitoring of U.S. citizens; imagine
if they had the power to prove your physical
location? Sure they allegedly track phones and
computers, but those things can get lost or
stolen.
This technology would leave government
officials with no doubt in their minds as to what
you do everyday. I will acknowledge that it is a
bit zealous of me to jump to these conclusions,
but in a country that has had so many issues
with invasion of privacy, some questions have
to be asked.
Hopefully, if this technology is developed
and implemented, the U.S. government
will work to draw a line in the sand in terms
of Americans’ privacy. Clearly with the
development of new technologies, the First
Amendment is not nearly specific enough
to rightfully protect Americans’ sensitive
information from their own government as well
as other people. I would like to think that this
technology would be used for good, but in our
nation’s current state we most certainly cannot
guarantee that.
Matt D’Angelo is a freshman economics
major. Contact Matt at dangelmv@dukes.jmu.
edu.

In a continuously-evolving world,
the ways in which people remain
connected on a daily basis are
becoming clearer. Feeling a sense
of relation and interconnectedness
to someone because of their
hometown, high school, musical
interests, college, religious beliefs,
food preferences and even similar
pets; these are all things that draw
us together. Something that we
all are aware of is the sense of
community brought together by this
university.
JMU is widely recognized for
a heightened level of hospitality,
genuine kindliness and its nonjudgmental atmosphere. This is
appealing not only to the students
who make up this community, but
to anyone who comes into contact
with us. They can see something that
other universities, communities and
the general population have lost.
They see unity.
Putting differences aside, JMU is
brought together solely on the fact
that students, professors and faculty
love JMU.
But what if this model was
adopted on a greater scale? Over
20,000 students are not to be
dismissed, but there is a need
that supersedes this university.
As students at JMU, we have a gift
of being united and educated as
to how we can “be the change.” I
believe it is ignorant and lazy if we
do not immediately and drastically
use this gift as a resource to make
the world a better place.
There are currently 30 million
individuals in the world that do
not have this gift. They have been
stripped of their rights to liberty,
education, opinion, expression of
rest and leisure and of choice of
employment. Things that we all
too easily take for granted. These
individuals described are victims of
human trafficking, the most modern
form of human slavery. Currently
ranked as the No. 1 criminal
industry in the world (tied with
drug trafficking), people are abused,
coerced and forced into multiple
forms of slavery.
This heinous crime is now moving
into the Shenandoah Valley as the
Virginia interstate system serves as a
railroad to move people around.
This is only one example of
many of the sickening things that
have infected our world. Sickness,
poverty, hunger, national disasters
and a myriad other issues need the
attention of our generation. We
have the power to make the change.
The unity within this university
is already present. On Thursday,
Feb. 27 you will see a red X on the
hands of JMU students. Bring the
awareness to end human trafficking.
Organizations like the Shenandoah
Valley Justice Initiative are moving
to change this immediately.
Join them in the fight to end
modern slavery. Look them up
on Facebook (SVJI-JMU) or their
website (svjijmu.wix.com/svji-jmu)
and get their updates.
It’s your decision, there is power
in JMU.
Austin Earlenbaugh
class of 2015
justice studies major
marketing director for
SVJI-JMU

Abin Dahal | contributing columnist

JMU should follow in CVS’ footsteps
Selling tobacco on campus is hypocritical and bad for students’ health

Courtesy of MCT Campus

CVS shocked most of America by recently
announcing its ban on tobacco products in its stores.
As an employee of this company, I could not have
been happier. This is a powerful example being set by
a major retailer. It is a promising sign that Americans
are becoming more committed to creating a healthier
society by reducing tobacco related deaths, cancer,
heart disease and a host of other health problems
caused by tobacco. This could eventually lead to lower
healthcare costs. So why is JMU still operating under
policies that support tobacco; a product that even
corporate America has deemed too dangerous?
According to the Americans for Nonsmokers’
Rights (ANR) website, 1,182 college campuses
adopted 100 percent smoke free policies at the
beginning of this year. The health risks of smoking are
well-documented and undeniable. Both tobacco and
secondhand smoke kill; therefore, it makes sense for
public institutions to adopt these policies.
JMU policy, however, allows for smoking “outdoors
on university grounds, plazas, sidewalks, malls and
similar open pedestrian-ways.” There are obviously
smoke-free areas around campus but overall,
smoking is allowed in most outdoor places. There
are restrictions that try to eliminate the effects of
secondhand smoke, but they are not very successful;
this is evident every morning as I walk through
campus. Regardless of what is going on, a waft of
cigarette smoke will undoubtedly hit my face. The
lenient policies at JMU allow students to smoke at
bus stops or when they are walking through campus
to get to class. A lot of times, it is impossible to avoid
second hand smoke. It is my right to avoid tobacco

smoke if I wish not to inhale it. I am not being granted
this freedom on campus. The school can try to enact
as many complicated policies as they want but
unless tobacco is completely banned on campus, the
problem of secondhand smoke will not go away.
JMU’s lenient smoking policies are not the only
thing that encourages smoking. Our school goes way
beyond that by actually selling tobacco products on
campus. From anywhere on campus it’s just a short
walk to the Mr. Chips convenience store to grab a
pack of smokes.
CVS is going to lose about $2 billion annually after
its anti-tobacco policy goes into effect. A multi-billion
dollar corporation has decided that the health effects
of tobacco are far too dangerous in order to keep
selling it in its stores. A public university however, still
fully supports selling tobacco products on campus.
Where is the logic in this?
If an individual is aware of all the health risks
of smoking and wants to still smoke tobacco, it
is their right as an American to do so. In a public
environment like a university campus however,
the consequences of a smoker’s actions go beyond
themselves. I do not want to walk through campus
on a terrible freezing Monday morning and make
contact with tobacco smoke. Nor do not want to walk
outside of the Zane Showker Hall because I like to be
bombarded with cigarette smoke — I want fresh air.
It is your right to destroy your body and health if you
wish, but it is also my right to protect mine.
Abin Dahal is a sophomore economics major.
Contact Abin at dahalax@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Hail to the King
Student-produced musical ‘All Shook
Up’ transports audiences to the 1950s
through the music of Elvis Presley

SABRINA MCCORMACK / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Sophomore musical theatre major Shaun Nerney stars as small-town bad boy Dean in “All Shook Up,” a rock and roll musical comedy based on Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night.”
By GILLIAN DUKOFF
contributing writer

Time to dust off your blue suede shoes: the Forbes Center for the Performing Arts is preparing its main stage for its
latest musical, “All Shook Up.” The performance will feature
music inspired by the late King of Rock ‘n’ Roll, Elvis Presley.
The show will be performed on the Mainstage Theatre
Feb. 25 to March 1 at 8 p.m., and at 2 p.m. on March 1 and 2.
The musical’s story will have every audience member
jumping and jiving. “All Shook Up” features 24 Presley
classics, such as “Jailhouse Rock” and “Heartbreak Hotel.”
Appropriate for all ages, this one is sure to be an instant hit.
“All Shook Up” encompasses Shakespeare’s “Twelfth
Night” with unrequited love, humorous confusion, and an
ultimately happy ending. Although “Twelfth Night” was
written over 400 years ago, the themes and humor are still
consistent with modern times.
The curtains open up on a small Midwestern town in the
mid-1950s. Chad, played by Landon Dufrene, a sophomore
musical theatre major, portrays a mysterious, guitar-slinging young man who helps the town rediscover the magic
of romance and the power of rock-n-roll by standing up
for what is right. Dufrene, who has previously performed
in JMU’s production of “Spring Awakening,” “25th Annual
Putnum County Spelling Bee” and “Godspell,” has embraced
the character of Chad wholeheartedly.

“He is very influenced by Elvis and has a bad boy image,”
Dufrene said. “Despite this image, he is a little thick-headed,
but with a big heart. [He] tries to bring life to a bland world.”
Nerney describes his character as your everyday 16-yearold. However, this teenager has the mayor for a mom and is
enrolled in military school, much to his dismay.
“Although All Shook Up is a comedy, the show itself deals
with serious issues such as racial inequality and homosexuality. I think that is pretty cool considering the fact that
the show takes place in the 1950s but mirrors the society of
2014,” Nerney said.
“All Shook Up” cast students exclusively from JMU’s
School of Theatre and Dance. Shaun Nerney, a sophomore
musical theatre major, plays Dean, the mayor’s son who falls
in love with Lorraine, a young African-American girl, played
by junior musical theatre major Courtney Jamison. Against
the wishes of Dean’s mother, the two run away together,
defying racial prejudices in the name of love.
Jamison, who played Wendla in last year’s “Spring Awakening,” can’t wait for opening night.
“I think the humor is something that the whole family
will enjoy,” Jamison said. “The characters are relatable, likable and full of heart. Also who doesn’t love Elvis music?”
Jamison particularly relates to her character, Lorraine.
“I see a lot of my younger self in her and it’s been fun reminiscing on my high school days and my first crush,” Jamison
said. She hopes that the entire audience can relate to the

theme of young and carefree love.
The idea of standing up for what you believe is a theme
that carries through the entire performance. Whether it is
Chad, fighting for the power of rock n’ roll, or Lorraine and
Dean fighting for the power of love, the theme is universal
to each and every member of the audience.
Though the musical is very energetic and light, director
and assistant professor of musical theatre Katie Arecchi
hopes that the audience members walk away with a message.
Arecchi, who has directed 11 shows at JMU over the
course of her 7 and a half years on the faculty, was looking
for a musical comedy that also incorporated more difficult
dance numbers. “All Shook Up” fit the bill perfectly.
“At the heart of ‘All Shook Up’ are the themes of taking risks, challenging the status quo and falling in love.
This is something to which all human beings can relate,”
Arecchi said.
Dufrene hopes that audience members walk away feeling
like “sometimes the greatest things or what you want in life
are right under your nose; you have to open your heart up
to those experiences.”
Will true love prevail? Will the power of music win in the end?
Tickets are available online and at the box office. For JMU students, $13, regular tickets, $20 and seniors and faculty are $18.
CONTACT Gillian Dukoff at
dukoffgm@dukes.jmu.edu.

Words of the earth

Poetry reading in honor of American poet Wendell Berry brings local artists out of the woodwork
By MELANIE FARRELL
contributing writer

MEGAN TRINDELL / THE BREEZE

Kristin Sven reads a poem at the Little Grill Collective on Friday. Organizer
Paul Somers said the locally-focused restaurant fit with Wendell’s beliefs.

The talent that animates Harrisonburg has, once again, captivated its community through the use of live art — particularly
in the form of poetry.
On Friday at 7 p.m., a group of local artists from the Harrisonburg and Rockingham communities honored Wendell Berry, an
environmental writer, by reading their Berry-inspired poetry at
the Little Grill Collective.
The Little Grill provided an intimate setting for the event. There
was a very calm atmosphere; many people appeared to know
each other well and were all engaged in conversation during the
breaks between performers. As performers approached the stage
each member of the audience became silent and gave the performer their undivided attention.
“I’ve been organizing poetry readings for the past six to seven
years,” Paul Somers, a local poet and creator of the event, said.
The Wendell Berry honoring was only one project that was
organized in Somers’ series of tributary live-poetry readings. He
has also put together events to honor the works of Matsuo Basho
and the late Amiri Baraka.
As he began to organize more live readings he also began to
obtain a captivated audience. Friday’s performance saw roughly
60 people in attendance.
“It’s a lot of fun to see people get this excited over poetry,”
Somers said.
The purpose of these events is to experience the life and spirit
that lives within the words of poetry, and the response of the
audience on these occasions shows the very impact of these live
readings.
But, how are the themes for these live readings chosen? Why
Wendell Berry?
Somers was inspired by the location of this event after the Little
Grill Collective asked to host a live reading. Somers describes
their dining methods as “radical” just as Berry’s beliefs were. The
Little Grill Collective utilizes locally grown food products, which
correlates to Wendell Berry as he advocated for a farm to the plate
meal system rather than obtaining food that had been processed.
Just as the setting of the event had influence on the theme, the
theme had influence on the array of poets chosen to perform.

An artist who was immediately chosen to honor Wendell Berry
was Karl Shank of The Natural Garden landscaping company. His
company’s goal is to create beautiful and healthy landscapes.
“There is a whole philosophy behind what he does,” Somers said.
After hearing Somers speak so highly of the other local artists
it is clear that the artistic community of Harrisonburg has a bond
that is noticeable by many.
“Everyone seems all close and connected,” Katie Zickau, a
freshman health sciences major, said while observing the atmosphere at the event. And, it’s true: there was a very noticeable
appreciation for local art that consumed the event.
“Looking at it through the lens of this town specifically, the
charm of Harrisonburg is its constant ebb and flow of creativity
through the local arts community. Harrisonburg is so supportive of any and all creative endeavors,” Cory Kuklick, a 2010 JMU
graduate and poet, said.
An example of what Kuklick is talking about can be seen
through the auctioning of the framed flyer for “Into the Peace
of Wild Things: a tributary of poetry for Wendell Berry.” This
auctioning was done to showcase the gratitude of the community towards Down’s design work over the years. All artists at
the event, regardless of their work’s canvas, appreciated each
other’s craft.
Upon reflection of his series, as well as his Friday event, Somers
acknowledges the importance of poetry in our lives.
“Poetry is a boiled down form of writing that shows what is
valuable,” Somers said.
It takes a lot of practice and skill to determine what can be
included and excluded from a piece of poetry.
“Into the Peace of Wild Things: a tributary of poetry for Wendell Berry” was a perfect opportunity to see first-hand some of
the talent that the community has to offer.
The Harrisonburg community can look forward to additional
poetry events organized by Somers. On March 4 from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m. at the Blue Nile Mike Trocchia will be reading poems to
celebrate the release of his new book; other poets will be reading his poems as well.
S o m e r s s a i d h e t r i e s t o o rga n i ze ab ou t t h re e
p o etr y e vents a month, likely at the Blue Nile.
CONTACT Melanie Farrell at farre2ma@dukes.jmu.edu.
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A natural disaster

Despite battles, explosions and abs, ‘Pompeii’ struggles to bring new light to the historical catastrophe
By Travis Barbour
The Breeze

Welcome back! Today we have a new recipe to try at home. Ingredients you’ll need: watered down
“Gladiator” storyline, lots of cheese and a few Enya-esque music tracks. Throw all that in a pot,
sprinkle with some cool visuals and you’ve got the new Paul W.S. Anderson film, “Pompeii.”
Unless you’ve managed to avoid the tale of this ancient city, I’m sure you can piece together what
happens to Pompeii in the end. The film gives a backstory to the legendary catastrophe and is set in
the ancient city days before the volcanic eruption.
“Pompeii” tells the story of Milo, played by Kit Harington (“Game of Thrones”), a man forced to be
a gladiator after his tribe is murdered by Romans. Milo is the town-favorite in what would eventually
become London. Seeing his promise as a gladiator, he’s transferred to Pompeii to fight in its games.
On the way, he happens to meet Princess Cassia of Pompeii
when
one of the horses drawing her carriage breaks a leg. In
“Pompeii”
a cliché attempt to label him the hero, Milo shows mercy by

putting the horse out of its misery, attracting some meaningful
PG-13 98 min.
gazes from the princess. Ah, forbidden love.
Starring Kit Harington, Emily
It may just be the fact that I love “Gladiator” so much, but I
Browning, Kiefer Sutherland
couldn’t help but notice numerous parallels between the two
films, almost to the point where I wanted to call plagiarism.
“Gladiator” excels in its attention to subtlety and political intrigue
(with epic badassery), but where “Pompeii” just seems to recycle and water down the plot and
themes of its predecessor.
Sure, the plot is very similar, except for the whole, you know, volcano eruption at the end. The film
also includes extremely familiar situations, such as the gladiator having the tough black counterpart,
Atticus (Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje), who begins as his rival but ends up becoming his best friend.
There’s even the “indicate whether they live or die by a thumbs up or down” element and a killing
that is straight out of “Gladiator.”
Sadly, the script for “Pompeii” is littered with cringe-worthy clichés and one-liners such as the “If
I wanted to kill you, I would’ve done it already.” I wish I could find the bastard that originally wrote
that line and send him north of the wall.
Thankfully, albeit shockingly, the film doesn’t completely fail because of its lackluster script.
Despite its downfalls, it has excellent visuals and design. The sets for the film are extravagant and
beautiful, as are the costumes. I was thoroughly impressed with the production value because the
computer graphics don’t call a lot of attention to themselves and the locations are stunning.
Also, the actual eruption of Mt. Vesuvius was handled particularly well. It definitely puts the
viewer in the position of the citizens of Pompeii. Hearing and reading about volcanic eruptions is
one thing, but until it’s put into visual terms, the fear isn’t truly experienced. I don’t claim to be an

Flappy Bird’s
swan song

courtesy of mct campus

Adewele Akinnouye, left, and Kit Harington star as gladiators during the Roman empire in “Pompeii.”

expert in volcanoes, but if they actually erupt like the one in this film did, then let’s just say I have a
new fear.
Despite the epic visuals of the volcanic eruption and the environmental turmoil that follows,
the main characters seem to remain rather calm and more than willing to take a break and have a
few words rather than high-tailing it out of there. I don’t know about you, but if I just saw fireballs
hurling through the air and incinerating my neighbor, I’d be quite a bit more frantic.
There’s even a shot of the citizens scrambling to get out, but in the middle of the street is a man on
a horse moseying slowly toward the harbor — what?
Even though the script leaves so much to be desired, there are still awesome visuals, pretty neat
battle sequences and abs — so many abs. So does this film live or die? Eh, I give it a sideways thumb.
Travis Barbour is a senior media arts and design major. Contact him at barboutw@dukes.
jmu.edu.

Lambert | ‘I’m going to try and
make everyone cry. It’s my goal in life.’

The addicting game virtually took over the world
before disappearing instantly and mysteriously

Courtesy of MCT CAMPUS

Mary Lambert is best known for her collaboration with mega-star Macklemore on the song “Same Love.”
from front
Blair Rosen / The Breeze

By Lauren Hunt
The Breeze

The game seems so simple: tap the screen
of your phone to keep a small yellow, blue or
red bird from hitting the Mario-esque pipes.
Every time you clear a pipe, you get a point.
But, as simple as it seems, it proves to be
quite a challenge, even for those with scores
of over 100.
“The game was like five minutes long and
it took me about 100 tries,” Emmy Khan, a
sophomore dietetics major, said. Her high
score is 110.
Flappy Bird was released in May 2013 by
Vietnamese game developer Dong Nguyen
through .GEARS Studios but didn’t become
popular until Jan. 2014. It went viral after word
spread about its difficulty and in January the
game topped the Free Apps charts.

“It ought to be simple,
but it’s not. That’s why
it’s so addicting. You
want to prove that you
can ‘beat’ the stupid
thing, if that’s possible.”
Alex Maben

sophomore media arts
and design major

Some frustrated players took to the App
Store to post some creative reviews, trying in
vain to warn other players against downloading the game. The pleas did not go unnoticed
by Nguyen, who later took the game down.
“Flappy Bird was designed to play in a few
minutes when you are relaxed. But it happened to become an addictive product. I
think it has become a problem. To solve that
problem, it’s best to take down ‘Flappy Bird.’
It’s gone forever,” Nguyen said in an interview
with Forbes.
It seems that the majority of Flappy Bird

players find the game anything but relaxing.
“It’s just so aggravating,” Alex Maben, a
sophomore media arts and design and English double major, said. “It seems so simple.
The fact that I can’t do it almost seems like an
insult. How hard can it be to get a stupid bird
through some pipes by tapping a screen?”
It was these types of comments that
pushed Nguyen to remove the game from
the App Store and Google Play.
He later took to Twitter to explain. “I can
call Flappy Bird a success of mine. But it also
ruins my simple life. So now I hate it,” Nguyen tweeted. “I am sorry Flappy Bird users, 22
hours from now, I will take Flappy Bird down.
I cannot take this anymore.”
Nguyen stayed true to his word and
removed Flappy Bird from the App Store on
Feb. 9, 2014, which prevents new users from
downloading and playing the game. Some
people with the app still loaded on their
phone have even gone as far as putting it up
for sale on eBay, one as expensive as $12,000.
“It ought to be simple, but it’s not. That’s
why it’s so addicting. You want to prove that
you can ‘beat’ the stupid thing, if that’s possible,” Maben said.
Some people were able to ignore the hype
surrounding the game. Joseph Kuykendall,
a sophomore media arts and design major,
understands the hype surrounding the game
although he has never tried the game and
never plans to.
“I understand where it comes from,
because I myself am a part of the Candy
Crush addiction — which in a sense is
very similar,” Kuykendall said. “I didn’t get
involved with Flappy Bird because I knew it
would be another waste of time.”
But not everyone sees Flappy Bird the
same way.
“Flappy Bird is too simple of a concept
to not try to be the best in,” Khan said. She
claims that she’ll never delete the app from
her phone.
D espite the effor ts of Nguyen to
squash the addiction, it seems that Flappy Bird will continue to soar across
phone screens for a long time to come.

But she also knows that she’s
a torchbearer in some ways.
“I feel like an anomaly as a
plus-sized lesbian that talks
about sexual abuse, but I’m
happy to sneak into the music
industry with these messages,”
Lambert said.
While Lambert works to
bring these messages to the
forefront in the music industry,
Madison Equality is working to
bring these issues to light on
campus.
“We promote diversity
through advocacy,” Nicholas
Wilfong, a junior graphic design
maj or and president of

Madison Equality, said. “We
try to gain acceptance and tolerance for all minorities here
on campus.
Madison Equality hosts several educational and social
events throughout the year that
deal with these same types of
issues. They welcome anyone
who would like to learn more
about the issues and the executive committee offers office
hours that students can attend
to talk about any problems they
may be struggling with in their
everyday lives.
“We’re students too, so we’re
not experts on these issues,”
Jones said. “But a lot of us have
gone through these, so we at

Contact Lauren Hunt at
huntle@dukes.jmu.edu.
advertisement

least try to offer a space that’s
relatable where [a student] can
open up and vent about them.
Anyone can come in and talk
to us about anything that’s
happening.”
Lambert brought some pretty heavy subject matter to the
table through her songs and
poetry, but her bubbly personality and joking manner kept
the show from being too heavy.
It was just heavy enough to get
people thinking.
“I’m going to tr y and
make everyone cry,” Lambert said. “It’s my goal in life.”
Contact Lauren Hunt at
huntle@dukes.jmu.edu.
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WASHER & DRYER
INCLUDED

FITNESS CENTER

COMPUTER CENTER

BASKETBALL
COURT

SAND VOLLEYBALL
COURT

1.
JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

Rhinestone Productions wowed audiences with stunning
drag performances at the Artful Dodger on Saturday evening
On Saturday, the Artful Dodger lit up
with shimmer and shine. Spectators
oohed and aahed as the performers
in elaborate drag charmed the
audience. Dollar bills flew out of
people’s pockets as the night dazzled
on.

1. Brittany Miller (also known as

B.Miller) danced to songs by Chris
Brown and Jason Derulo for crowds
on Saturday. Despite her awing
performance, she said that she has
never taken dance classes before.

2. Miss Harrisonburg Newcome Aalyia
Symone’s dancing was especially
noteworthy when she did a split midperformance, eliciting a roar from the
crowd.

3. Josh North, a senior graphic design
major, makes a statement with the
exchange of a dollar bill between him
and Miss Gay Shenandoah Valley 201314 Neveah Symone.
4. Max Miss Everything, a former Miss
Gay Shenandoah Valley, performs to a
slow ballad. She said her name came
from winning so many titles; many
would call her “Miss Everything.”

2.
JULIA WALKER / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

SAVE

3.
JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

4.

$150
WITH REDUCED FEES

SPACES GOING FAST FOR
FALL 2014
1070 Lois Lane • 540.432.0600
rates & fees subject to change. limited time only. see office for details.

JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE
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ONE, TWO PUNCH

Slide shows from the Dukes’ ice hockey victories at breezejmu.org.
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FOOTBALL

More track
qualifiers
for ECAC
JMU track & field split up for
two meets this weekend, as the
indoor season begins winding
down. Most of the team went to
the Virginia Tech Challenge in
Blacksburg, while two runners
went to the Alex Wilson Invitational at Notre Dame, hosted by
University of Notre Dame, to compete in the mile run.
At Virginia Tech, sophomore
Adrienne Alexander broke the
JMU all-time record in the shot
put; she first set the record earlier in the season. She had a toss of
13.94 to finish fourth in the event
and break her previous record of
13.93.
Junior Tiel Westbrook had a
time of 2:53.83 in the 1,000-meter
run to win the event and qualify
for the Eastern Collegiate Athletic
Conference Championships. The
time ranks ninth in JMU history.
In the 400-meter dash, freshman Ebony Owusu Sampah
finished with a time of 56.85,
finishing 14th in the event but
qualifying for the ECAC Championships. Her time is the fifth-best
indoor 400-meter time in JMU
history.
Behind Westbrook in the 1,000meter run were freshmen Carol
Strock and Lillie Brown in third
and fifth respectively. In the 5,000
meter run, freshmen Meghan Malloy and Allison Huschke finished
third and fourth respectively.
Freshman Owusu-Sampah
leapt 5.67 meters in the long jump
to take fifth place. She’s finished
in the top five in the event each of
the four times she’s participated
this season.
Finally, at Notre Dame, senior
Katie Harman finished fifth in the
one-mile run and freshman Tessa
Mundell finished 14th.
Next up for JMU is the George
Mason Last Chance meet on
March 2 before the ECAC Indoor
Track Championships in Boston
from March 7 to 9.

- staff report

#71
Offensive tackle
Josh Wells

Searching for stardom

BRIAN PRESCOTT / THE BREEZE

#11
Running back
Dae’Quan Scott

#27
Linebacker
Stephon Robertson
LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE

Former Dukes look forward to NFL Draft, hopeful for a call up to the big time
By WAYNE EPPS JR.
The Breeze

Lacrosse
wins with
golden goal
JMU lacrosse went down to
Florida for a pair of games this
weekend, and capped it with a
win 16-15 win over Jacksonville
University in sudden-death double overtime on Saturday. On
Thursday, the Dukes lost to the
University of Florida 21-8, which
is ranked No. 7 and No. 4 nationally in separate polls.
JMU finished the weekend 2-1
overall.
Against Jacksonville, the Dukes
and Dolphins were tied at nineall at halftime behind sophomore
midfielder Jaci Gordon’s three
goals and senior attacker Amy
Roguski’s two.
The Dukes went on a 3-0 run to
start the second half. But the Dolphins had a 3-0 run of their own at
the end of the half to take a 15-14
lead with 3:30 to play in regulation. But that was when Roguski
responded with her fourth goal
of the day with 2:50 to play to tie
the game and eventually send it to
overtime.
The first two normal overtime
periods went scoreless before
JMU junior attacker Stephanie
Finley scored the winning goal 10
seconds into the sudden-death
period for the win.
Against Florida, the Gators
dominated the first half, taking a
16-3 lead into the break. Things
slowed down in the second half, as
both JMU and Florida scored five
goals apiece. But it wasn’t nearly
enough to dig out of the hole.
Finley led JMU with two goals
against Florida and junior midfielder Ali Curwin added two
goals.
JMU now has as two-game
homestand ahead as it plays
Loyola University Saturday at 1
p.m. before playing Penn State at
4 p.m. on March 5.

- staff report

LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE

In the continuously-churning world that is the NFL, draft season
is upon us. Starting early this weekend, the league’s focus shifted to
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis for the 2014 NFL Scouting Combine.
Started on Saturday and finishing tomorrow, more than 300 prospects are looking to impress representatives from the league’s 32 teams
with their athleticism and skills as well as football savvy and personality
in interviews. While none of JMU’s potential draft prospects were invited to the this year’s draft, they’re still at work in order to give themselves
the best opportunity to get a shot at making it to the next level ahead of
their joint pro day at Bridgeforth Stadium on March 17.
December graduate and linebacker Stephon Robertson is training
in Nashville, Tenn. Running back Dae’Quan Scott, another December
graduate, is doing the same in Pennsylvania. Offensive lineman Josh
Wells and defensive tackle Jordan Stanton are training while finishing
up their last classes before they graduate in May.
According to draft ranking site NFLDraftScout.com, Robertson is
ranked 81st of 175 draft eligible inside linebackers, Scott is 103rd of 228
running backs, Wells is 46th of 153 offensive tackles and Stanton is 81st
of 229 defensive tackles.
The road to potentially getting picked in the draft is a busy one, but
an enjoyable one at the same time.
“It’s a big process man, it’s a big deal to me,” Robertson said. “I love

every second of it.”
The process was put into motion even before the players’ final season at JMU in the fall and continued throughout. Pro scouts visited
practices to learn more and agents reached out to try to get a leg up
on their colleagues.
“Really it’s not you finding the agent, the agent really finds you,”
Stanton said.
The players deflected the attention until the end of JMU’s season, and
that’s when the whirlwind really began. Agents were chosen and training programs were started. Choosing an agent is a deliberate process
of whittling down candidates to a final few and choosing from that list.
Robertson described finding an agent as probably the biggest thing
during the process.
The players want agents that can put them in the best position to
succeed. Someone who knows how to market them and someone they
have faith in and who has faith in them.
“I just trusted him,” Robertson said of his agent. “He even told my
dad, ‘I’m going to treat your son like he’s my own. I’m going to get after
him when I need to, and I’m going to take care of him at all times.’ And
[I] just like the sound of that.”
With the agent business settled and the post-season physical recovery period over, the training really started.
Robertson and Wells started over JMU’s winter break in December.
see FOOTBALL, page B5

Dukes split series
with Binghamton

Baseball won two this weekend,
including the first game of the double
header against the Bearcats Friday.
The Dukes fell 9-7 on Sunday.
HOLLY WARFIELD / THE BREEZE
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Dukes host dodgeball tournament
Junior Connor Ford watches a player from the University of Maryland
avoid elimination. The Dukes played Maryland, Kent State University,
Grand Valley State University and Towson University in their Beast
III tournament in the main gym at UREC Saturday.

MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

FOOTBALL | ‘I’m just happy to at least be getting recognized by teams’
from B4

LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE

Defensive tackle Jordan Stamton is currently training in his hometown of Fairfax for a shot at the NFL.

Robertson’s agent set him up to train at the D1
Sports facility. He left for Nashville three days
after graduating on Dec. 14, came back to Virginia to spend the holidays with his family and
then went back and has been there ever since.
Wells is training at JMU while he finishes
his last two classes this semester. He lifts in
JMU baseball’s facilities in Memorial Hall and
works out on the field at Bridgeforth Stadium.
His trainer is former JMU strength and conditioning coach Jason Riddell.
Stanton’s circumstances were a bit different because he suffered a torn meniscus in his
knee while playing at the University of Akron in
September. He played with the injury the rest
of the season, and didn’t get surgery until the
Monday after the final game at Towson University on Nov. 23; he was able to start running and
lifting again five weeks later.
He’s working out in his hometown of Fairfax
while taking one class this semester.
Each of the players is pleased with how his
respective training programs are going. Robertson is especially happy about his improvements
in his bench press and 40-yard-dash numbers.
“It’s been crazy good,” Robertson said. “I
can’t tell you my exact numbers, but I can tell
you I’m going to make some heads turn.”
The long hours of lifting and running every
day are all in the hopes of impressing teams
in various drills that demonstrate how fast the
players can run, jump, move their feet, change
directions and more at the pro day next month.
“Just to really blow it out of the water,” Wells

said. “That’s going to be a big showcase for me
I feel like. Just with the lifting and the running
part of it.”
Both Wells and Robertson had the opportunity to get their names out there in January
after being invited to play in the NFL Player’s
Association Collegiate Bowl, which is a showcase for some of the top players looking to get
drafted. The players spent a week in California
leading up to the game, and had the opportunity to talk to teams and get more feedback
and advice.
“It was awesome, just to be around all those
great players. Kind of see where you stand.
Great to be coached by some of the best coaches there’s ever been, different ex-players,” Wells
said. “And kind of hearing their thoughts on
what the next level would be like was really
informative, and kind of helps you to prepare
for what to expect and how much different it
really is from college. “
At this point, it’s getting down to crunch
time. There are 73 days left until the first day
of the NFL draft May 8. Until then, the training
and marketing continues and they’ll hope for
the best when that weekend arrives.
“If it works, of course I want it to work. But if
not, I just have to move on and that’s why I’m
going to have that degree as well,” Stanton said.
“It’s fun, it’s a great experience. I’m just happy
to at least be getting recognized by teams, and
teams are noticing me. It’s kind of a cool deal,
because it’s like a dream come true.”
CONTACT Wayne Epps Jr. at
breezesports@gmail.com.

BASKETBALL | Final home game of season next Sunday afternoon
from front

HOLLY WARFIELD / THE BREEZE

Redshirt senior forward Nikki Newman had nine points, eight rebounds and six assists Sunday.

“Even if we were in seventh, we’re coming
out playing the same way,” Burkholder said.
The Pride hung with JMU for much of the
first half, thanks to their ability to convert at
the free throw line. But that was all they could
do, as they went cold from the field over a nineminute stretch.
After tying the game at eight-all five minutes
into the game, Hofstra didn’t score another
basket until six minutes before the half. And by
that time, a 14-2 run over three minutes helped
JMU jump out to a 14-point lead.
“With a young team and this environment,
understanding the value of each possession is
still just such a learning curve with these guys,”
Hofstra head coach Krista Kilburn-Steveskey
said.
“But they got to make shots. You got to make
shots or you got to rebound right? One or the
other here, you can’t give up both like we did.”
Hofstra finished the first half shooting just
16.7 percent (5-30) from the field and JMU outrebounded the Pride 33-22. After not having a
lead of more than seven points for the first 11
minutes of the half, the Dukes took an 18 point
lead, 42-24, into the locker room at halftime —
the beginnings of another lopsided win.
Hofstra finished the game shooting 24.1 percent overall, a season-low. The 31-point point
win is the largest margin-of-victory ever for
JMU over Hofstra.
JMU is now beating conference opponents
by an average of 27.7 points per game. The team
has a bull’s-eye on its back, and head coach
Kenny Brooks said he believes that teams are
now rolling out new formations just for them.
The Dukes prepared for Hofstra’s conventional zone coming in, but the Pride came out
with a new match-up zone look that took some
getting used to.
“It took our kids a couple possessions, few
possessions to adapt to it. And we’ve seen
that a lot, we’ve seen it a lot,” Brooks said of
the adjustments JMU is seeing as it wraps up
conference play. “I don’t know if it’s teams just
really game planning for us and our particular
team. But they’re not doing a lot of the same
things that they do to other opponents.”
When asked if she believes that JMU is
feared, redshirt senior forward Nikki Newman
said, “Yes.”
“I don’t mean to say that in a bad way, but we
have so many threats. I don’t think like feared
and whatever, but we have so many threats,”

Newman said. “I mean we have shooters, we
have post players, we have defenders, we have
people who can distribute the ball. And I think
that’s more the idea than anything else.”
With three games left to play in the regular season, JMU can finish a perfect 16-0 in the
CAA.
That would be the longest conference win
streak for the Dukes since they went 15-0 before
losing in the 2006-07 season.
JMU hasn’t finished a complete regular-season conference slate without a loss since 1989,
and that was the third season in a row it did it.
“We don’t ever say let’s go 16-0. We don’t
ever say let’s go undefeated,” Brooks said. “We
say let’s just win the next one. And these kids
have really done a great job of identifying some
kind of motivational piece and using it to our
advantage.”
With everything locked up already, Brooks
still isn’t necessarily going to tweak anything
in the last three games to fine tune before the
conference tournament.
“We’re kind of sured up some of the things
we’ve been doing,” Brooks said, “Normally this
time of year, we’ve added a few things or we’ll
add a couple twists to some things.”
Brooks said that’s partly because of the
Dukes’ ability to break out of the zone defenses they’ve been seeing and make plays happen
in the open court.
“This has been the year the most that I’ve
just let them play, and continue to run our
offenses that we put in a long time ago,” Brooks
said.
JMU will travel to play the College of
Charleston Thursday before its final regular
season home game against the College of William & Mary Sunday. It will be the final regular
season home game, and more than likely the
final home game overall, in the careers of Newman and Burkholder.
The Shenandoah Valley natives (they both
attended nearby Turner Ashby High School)
are ready for that last act.
“We’re just going to try to have fun, it’ll probably be a little emotional,” Burkholder said.
The Dukes could potentially be 14-0 coming
into that game. That, plus the curtain calls of
Newman and Burkholder, is prompting athletics marketing to go for a goal of breaking the
single-game Convocation Center attendance
record of 6,500.
The game tips-off at 2 p.m Sunday.
CONTACT Wayne Epps Jr. at
breezesports@gmail.com.
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Back for seconds

Club ice hockey pounds Panthers for
second Blue Ridge Championship title
By Richard Bozek
The Breeze

photos by lauren gordon / the breeze

TOP Senior Eric Jacobs lifts the Blue Ridge Conference Championship
trophy. Jacobs scored the first point in Sunday’s match. He played
seven games this season, scoring 17 points. BOTTOM Senior Sam Stone
had a hat trick Sunday, scoring the fourth, sixth and seventh goals.

The Sunday afternoon forecast in Charlottesville called for a
high of 68 degrees and a Blue Ridge Hockey Conference title for
JMU club ice hockey. The Dukes faced the High Point University Panthers at Main Street Arena, JMU’s home ice. Defeating the
Panthers 11-1, the Dukes confidently raised the cup for the second straight year.
The Dukes started the first period of the championship game on
a strong note. After an even first five minutes of play, they made
their first mark on the scoreboard after senior Eric Jacobs scored
on a two-on-one break off of an assist from Nolan Morris. From
this point on, there was no looking back for the Dukes, who showed
no mercy in the offensive zone. Five minutes later Brenden Smith
knocked in the Dukes second goal of the day after receiving a pass
across the ice from Jacobs. After the third goal for the Dukes, High
Point switched goalies, but to no avail, as he was nearly scored
on seconds after being put on the ice. In the last five minutes of
the period, JMU put the puck in the back of the net three more
times, twice by Sam Stone in addition to an acrobatic goal by Nolan
Morris.
The Dukes remained strong on both sides of the puck after dominating the first period with a 6-0 lead. Minutes into the second
period JMU found themselves with three men on the ice after penalties, but were able to hold off the High Point attack. Stone scored
again minutes later while the Dukes were shorthanded on another
High Point Power play. High Point got on the scoreboard later in
the period after scoring its first goal while on a power play. In the
last minute of the period, John Loveland buried the puck in the
net to give the Dukes a solid 8-1 lead heading into the final period.
The third period brought much of the same. The Dukes continued controlling the game, firing shots at High Point’s net and
remained stout defensively. Frustration got the best of the Panthers for a moment as a scuffle broke out that sent both a Panther
and a Duke to the penalty box. Halfway through the period, JMU

scored two more goals in the span of 30 seconds, and notched
one more before the period was over. When the final buzzer went
off, the Dukes lifted the trophy above their heads for the second
straight year.
“I can’t even describe how it feels winning two years in a row,”
head coach Doug Fordham said. “We played the way we are capable of playing.”
The Dukes winning the title seems to be a fitting way to end the
season, especially after two close wins that led them to the championship. Friday night they defeated rival U.Va. in the quarterfinals
and George Mason in the semifinals Saturday, both games going
down to the finals minutes.
“It’s a hell of a feeling especially after being part of the program
for four years,” Jacobs said. “It’s a great way to cap off these four
years.”
Winning consecutive championships is huge to the JMU club
ice hockey program and pays tribute to the seniors of the squad,
bringing a great close to their careers.
“I loved this season and loved playing with this group of guys,”
senior Andy Novak said.
Close games and a great atmosphere were two things that made
these playoffs great for the Dukes.
“The atmosphere was amazing this year. All the fans are great
and we love it when they come out and support,” Jacobs said. “It’s
a shame we don’t have an arena closer to Harrisonburg.”
The Dukes don’t plan on the program’s success ending after
this season.
“We have a solid core group of players sticking around even
though we are losing talent this year,” Novak said. “This year’s playoffs showed that any one of the guys can step up.”
Though the leadership will be passed on, the upperclassmen
are confident in their successors.
“Winning back to back is amazing, but there is something even
better than that. And that’s a three-peat.”
CONTACT Richard Bozek at bozekrj@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Classifieds
4 bedroom,2 bath,3
blocks away. 85 E.Grattan
(540)434-4227
Room available ASAP
in Stone Gate, email graeffat@dukes.jmu.edu for details!
Massanutten
home
for rent. Contact Mountain Valley Mangement/
Steve Stein
3 bedroom/2.5 bath
townhouse available 7/2014.
North campus, $925/month,
540-908-8923.

Professional Grade
Apartment. Large fully
furnished, pots/pans/dishes/linens, etc. Modern 1 bedroom, cable TV, internet
available,
washer/dryer.
$750 plus electric. Available
Feb. 1, 2014. 1-540-4321989
3 bedroom house for rent
Devon Lane. 1min to Campus! 240-388-5507
ATTENTION
SENIORS:
LOOKING FOR SUBLETS.
CALL BOB WEASE 4345919
Devonshire
Village
Townhomes! Walk/bike to
campus. Available 20142015. 410-370-5822

Alumni couple looking for current photography major to take
engagement photos. Email
lfey007@gmail.com
for
price negotiation
PREGNANT? We are a childless couple hoping to adopt a
baby. Call/text 720-6080143
Marketing work. pays
$500. 240.388.5507
Student wanted for
occasional dog walking and pet sitting for 2
sweet dogs. Will work around
your classes. Close to JMU.
Call 540-421-8246 after
6pm
Needed Respit care for
autistic male teenager. Call
540-810-7247
City of Harrisonburg.
Recreation
Instructor - Seasonal. Visit www.
harrisonburgva.gov/jobs for
more information and to apply online

JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY
“Where JMU buys their diamonds”

Tax preparation (all
students) for $69/$99. DHS
Financial
Services.
(540)438-0288.

1930’s ART DECO Platinum Diamond
1.18cts Filigree Cocktail Ring

Affordable
Health
Insurance. Call DHS Financial Services at(540)
438-0288 NOW
Reputation
Management Your Online and
ReputationMatters.
888.737.8922

This Week $2,200

Mobile

Online Backup - Easy
Secure Automatic for your
files 888.737-8922
Shades of Shay Airbrush Tanning Discounts for
JMU! Facebook: ShadesofShayTanning 410-571-4571

!
*All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff
GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com

DOG-OWNERS!Happy
Hounds Doggie Daycare now
open. 540-560-8530 www.
happyhoundcompound.com
Area’s only indoor turf
soccer league! www.nladsports.com

Three DiLonghi elec.
space heaters. Exel.
cond. $25.00 ea. 833-2610.

us at
n
i
o
J
All-day

Monday
Wing specials:

•35 cent boneless wings
•45 cent traditional wings

7 T Vʼs!

Every Monday night
NFL Sunda
y Ticket

Award-winning

Honey BBQ, Old Bay, Garlic
Parmesan, Asian BBQ, Spicy
Ranch, Cajun BBQ

New!

Cel

ebrating

Live
with Mike Davis
Every Tuesday
at 10 pm

years

1625 East Market Street
Harrisonburg, VA
(in Market Square East Plaza
near Petsmart)
(540) 433-1870
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LOOK
AND

LOOK
LEASE!
AND
LEASE!
February 28 from 12pm-5pm
February 28 from 12pm-5pm

COME
BY AND
SEE
COPPER BEECH!
COME BY
AND
SEE
COPPER
BEECH!
Our One Bedroom Model Home Open for tours

as well as snacks and drinks! Anyone who tours
and signs a lease within 48 hours will get a

WAIVED APPLICATION FEE ($30) and
Our OneWA
Bedroom
Model
for
IVED A
C T I VHome
I T Y FOpen
EE ($
9 9 tours
)!
Copper
Beech Circle (540)438-0401
as well as snacks 410
and
drinks!
Anyone who tours

and signs a lease within 48 hours will get a

WAIVED APPLICATION FEE ($30) and
WA I V E D A C T I V I T Y F E E ( $ 9 9 ) !

410 Copper Beech Circle (540)438-0401

